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2025 was a year full of momentum
for the city of Norwich, according to
Kevin Brown, president of the Norwich

Community Development Corporation
(NCDC).
Brownhighlightedprojects in the city

from the last year at NCDC’s annual
meeting Jan. 30. In the spotlight were
housing projects, the Occum Industrial
Center and the Norwich business com-

munity.
The city addednewhousingoptions

for potential residents, as the Reid &
Hughes, Lower Broadway and Water
Street Lofts projects were completed,

‘These are my
neighbors’

Rogers Kitchens Owners James and Courtney Smith pose for a photo with their Retention BREAD Award. From left to
right: Courtney Smith, James Smith, NCDC Board Chairman Chris Jewell and Norwich Mayor Swarnjit Singh.
CONNOR LINSKEY/NORWICH BULLETIN

Numerous Norwich businesses honored at annual meeting
Connor Linskey
Norwich Bulletin
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See BUSINESSES, Page 2A

Gov. Ned Lamont will propose a
$200-per-person election-year tax re-
bate Wednesday when he recom-
mends his budget adjustments to leg-
islators and delivers a State of the
State address framing his goals for the
2026 session andmessaging for his re-
election campaign, sources close to
the administration said Monday.
The plan, which would direct $200

to individuals earning less than
$200,000 per year and $400 to cou-

ples making less than
$400,000, would be an
element of the Demo-
cratic governor’s bid to
wina third termthisNo-
vember. The admini-
stration expects 2.2
million residents will
bene�t from the one-

time rebate.
And though the $500million rebate

technically would be paid out of Con-
necticut’s sales tax receipts, which
support nearly $5.3 billion out of a $24
billion General Fund, the giveback
would not force deep cuts to the state
budget. The governor would replenish
those lost dollars by temporarily ad-
justing a controversial savings pro-
gram expected to capture more than
$1.8 billion this year.
Lamont, who delivered a state in-

come tax rate cut in 2023 that bene-
�tted lower- and middle-income resi-
dents, is expected to cast his plan as a
counter to rising electric costs and in-
�ation spikes driven by a number of
factors, including President Donald
Trump’s tari�s.
“At the end of the day, I want fam-

ilies, their children and grandchildren
to be able to stay in Connecticut,” La-
mont told the Connecticut Mirror last
week in reference to his overall budget
plan. “We have already done a lot over
the past seven years and look to build
on that progress.”
The rebate would be geared to a

similar demographic as the tax cut
without the long-term impact of a

Governor
to propose
$200 CT
tax rebate
Keith M. Phaneuf, John Moritz and
Mark Pazniokas
The CT Mirror

See TAX, Page 2A

Lamont

Norwich Public Utilities released its

2025 Community Impact Report, high-
lighting infrastructure improvements
and community investments, according
to a community announcement.
The report details several ongoing

projects, including a $200 million up-
grade to thecity’swastewater treatment
plant, which is more than halfway com-
plete. Additionally, more than $20 mil-
lion in grant-funded improvements are

being made to modernize the natural
gas infrastructure, while more than
$13 million is being invested in

NPU employees gave more than 1,200 hours of volunteer time
Beth McDermott
AI-assisted reporter
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NFA’s Wentworth leaves after years
as student, coach, and teacher
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strengthening the water system.
“Last year was an extremely impor-

tant year in the long and proud history
of Norwich Public Utilities, which goes
back 121 years,” Je� Brining, general
manager of NPU, said in a statement.
“Not onlyhavewecontinued tomeet the
needsofour customersandour commu-
nity every day, we took several critical
steps to modernize and strengthen our
infrastructure so to meet the needs of

our customers for the next 121 years –
and beyond.”
According to the announcement,

NPU returnedmore than$10.3million to
theCity ofNorwich, continuing its prac-
tice of providing 10% of its gross reve-
nues from its natural gas, water and
electric divisions to the city. Over the
past decade, NPU has returned nearly
$90 million to taxpayers.
The utility also secured approvals for

up to $150 million in investments in its
electrical system over the next 20 years
to improve resiliency and reliability for
customers.
In addition to infrastructure projects,

NPU is investing in programs and ser-
vices for customers. The Community
Assistance Rate provided more than
$394,000 in discounts to quali�ed cus-
tomers, saving nearly $680,000 in its
�rst two years.
NPU allocated $150,000 to two com-

munity partners through the state’s
Neighborhood Assistance Act, a tax
credit program that keeps NPU funds in
Norwich that would have otherwise
been sent to the state.
The report also highlights more than

1,200hours of volunteer activity byNPU
employees to support various pro-
grams, organizations, events and initia-

tives in the community.
The digital version of theCommunity

Impact Report is available on the NPU
website in the News section. Copies are
also available at City Hall and the NPU
Customer Service Center onNorthMain
Street.
This story was created by reporter

Beth McDermott, bmcdermott1@usato-
dayco.com,with the assistance ofArti�-
cial Intelligence (AI). Journalists were
involved in every stepof the information
gathering, review, editing and publish-
ing process. Learn more at cm.usato-
day.com/ethical-conduct.

Volunteers
Continued from Page 1A

delivering nearly 80 units to Downtown
Norwich.
Two other projects thatwere under-

way in 2025 at Ponemah Mill South
and 101 Water Street will deliver more
than 200 units. Both of those are ex-
pected to be completed before the end
of 2026.
In 2025, the Occum Industrial Cen-

ter project gained municipal and state
level approvals. A groundbreaking and
tenant announcements are expected in
the second quarter of 2026.

Business growth in the city

2025 also sawbusiness development
in Norwich. La Stella Pizzeria moved to
80 Broadway to support expansion in
early 2025. That fall, Clark & Co. was
opened at 307 Main Street. The busi-
ness includes a full-service bakery,
healthy food options for lunch and din-
ner as well as bouquets and other gifts
for those visiting loved ones at Backus
Hospital.
TheNorwichSeaUnicorns had a suc-

cessful 2025 season, as they won the
Futures Collegiate Baseball League for
the third season in a row. The team re-
turns to play at Dodd Stadium in 2026
andBrownensured that the site’s future
looks bright.
“You should be hopeful that Dodd

Stadium is going to stick around for a
while andactivity is going to occur there
of some type,” Brown said at the annual
meeting. “Families will still have a place
to go and enjoy a family activity at that
facility.”

The reimagining of the site of the for-
mer Norwich State Hospital is slated to
move forward in 2026. In 2025, NCDC
and the City of Norwich secured a
$250,000 planning grant and a
$100,000 environmental assessment
grant for the property. Both grants will
beused in2026. Thevision for the site is
to create a sense of place for city resi-
dents and visitors alike.

First recipient of the Spirit of
Unity Award

At the annual meeting, NCDC hon-
oredNathanMcCaskill as the�rst recip-
ient of the Spirit of Unity Award for
cleaning the streets of downtown Nor-

wich.
“I didn’t start cleaning the streets to

get attention,” McCaskill said. “I did it
because this is my home. These are my
neighbors, and I believe everyone de-
serves to walk safely on their own
streets.”

City businesses honored

In addition to McCaskill, NCDC dis-
tributed BREAD (Business Retention,
Expansion, Attraction and Develop-
ment) Awards to businesses that made
signi�cant contributions to the commu-
nity.
El Traviezo, Rogers Kitchens and

Quercia’s Auto Repair received the Re-

tentionBREADAward for their loyalty to
Norwich. Rogers Kitchens has been a
mainstay in eastern Connecticut for
decades, serving Norwich since 1955.
Mommy’s Delicious Food, La Stella

Pizzeria and Path 2Wellness earned the
Expansion BREAD Award for growing
their businesses.
TheBREADAttractionAwardwent to

businesses willing to invest in Norwich.
This awardwent toTMGPlumbing&Di-
saster Solutions, Moon Convenience
and Spice & Slice Asian Farmer’s Mar-
ket.
Wonder Works Construction Corpo-

ration and Clark & Co. eatery took home
the Development BREAD Award for the
vision of their businesses.

Businesses
Continued from Page 1A

Nathan McCaskill is presented with the �rst ever Spirit of Unity Award from NCDC. From left to right: Global City Norwich
Director Bobbie Braboy, NCDC Board Chairman Chris Jewell, McCaskill, Norwich Mayor Swarnjit Singh and NCDC President
Kevin Brown. CONNOR LINSKEY/NORWICH BULLETIN

permanent change to tax rates.
Tapping CT’s co�ers for an elec-

tion-year assist?
But the governor’s plan likely will

draw some criticism from Democrats
and Republicans alike, if for di�erent
reasons.
The �scally moderate Lamont has

frustratedmanyofhis fellowDemocrats
in the legislature’s majority in recent
years by his reluctance to ease budget
caps to permit greater spending on so-
cial services, health care, education,
municipal aid and other core pro-
grams.
The savings program he would tap

to facilitate his sales-tax rebate cap-
tures a portion of state income and
business tax receipts and uses those
funds chie�y to reduce the state’s hefty
pension debt, which still exceeds $33
billion.
The Connecticut Conference of Mu-

nicipalities last March launched an on-
line ad campaign attacking Lamont for
not doing more to ease property tax
burdens. Though grants to towns, on
paper, have risen since he took o�ce in
2019, CCM estimates education fund-
ing alone, once adjusted for in�ation,
has declined by more than $400 mil-
lion.
And progressives also criticized La-

mont in November for waiting until
one week after food stamp bene�ts
from Washington had expired — due to
a temporary federal government shut-
down—beforeagreeing to revive theas-
sistance using state dollars. This would
have cost about $72 million per month.

Instead, Lamont initially responseby
giving $3 million to bolster food pan-
tries, despite warnings from industry
leaders that their e�orts could mitigate
only about an eighth of the problems
created by the suspension of federal nu-
trition assistance.
Lamont did compromise with legis-

lators last year, agreeing toworkoutside
of the budget caps to create a new $300
million endowment to increase a�ord-
able child care. That program also is
slated to share in future state surpluses
to increase its scope.
The governor also accepted a legisla-

tive plan to work outside budget caps
last spring to boost special education
aid to local K-12 districts by $40million,
and he agreed with legislators to create
a $500million contingency fund to cope
with federal cuts under the Trump ad-
ministration.
Still, his rebate plan could draw op-

position from minority Republicans in
the legislature. While they share La-
mont’s reluctance to ease budget caps
to expand spending, the GOP has called
for ongoing tax cuts, not one-timeassis-
tance, for Connecticut’s middle class.

Tax rebates have a checkered past
None of the pushback he can gets

over the rebate planwould be unusual.
Most of Connecticut’s rebate propos-
als have sparked considerable debate.
Lamont has avoided at least one

mistake that plagued former Gov.
John G. Rowland, a Republican who
sharedpowerwith aDemocratic legis-
lature.
When Rowland and the 1998 General

Assembly launched the �rst tax rebate
program in state history, just over $100
million in income tax receipts were sent
back to residents, with $50 going to in-
dividuals and $100 to couples.

The rebate proved popular in the
polls, andRowlandsailed to easy reelec-
tion that November. But many taxpay-
ers grumbled the following spring when
they learned they had to pay federal in-
come taxes on their state tax rebate.
By proposing to rebate sales taxes,

instead of income taxes, Lamont would
spare nearly all recipients from having
to share about 22%-to-32% of their bo-
nus with the federal government.
Gov. Dannel P. Malloy dangled a $55-

per-person rebate proposal before vot-
ers in January 2014, the start of his cam-
paign for reelection, but had to pull it o�
the table three months later as state
budget revenues plunged.
Lamont did not propose the tax re-

bate granted to middle-income families
with children in 2022, but he ultimately
signed it into law. That one-time give-
back of $250 per child was designed to
test public support for an ongoing state
income tax credit for families.

Lamont to cite high energy costs in
defense of rebate
The governor has said frequently in

recent appearances that his newbudget
would help residents with challenges
that make life more una�ordable.
Connecticut has long been saddled

with some of the highest electricity
rates in the nation, often falling only be-
hind other New England states, along
with California and Hawaii.
In the latest report from Choose En-

ergy, Connecticut ranked third-highest
among all stateswith rates ofmore than
31 cents a kilowatt hour. For a standard
customer using over 700 kilowatt hours
a month, that would mean a bill of
roughly $221.
Lamont and lawmakers attempted to

provide some relief last year when they
approved a bipartisan bill that leaders

predicted would save customers rough-
ly $100 a year. Much of those savings
came from the state borrowing money
to o�set some of the cost of what’s
known as the public bene�ts charge—a
collection of state-mandated programs
and policies that are paid through cus-
tomers’ bills.
Those savings were quickly dissipat-

ed, however, by higher winter supply
costs as well as a rate hike for United Il-
luminating customers thatwent into ef-
fect Nov. 1. Other elements of the bill
that were supposed to save customers
money, such as allowing the utilities to
securitize storm costs, have yet to take
e�ect.
Republicans want to provide even

greater savings by eliminating the pub-
lic bene�ts charge entirely and shifting
the cost of those programs onto the
state budget — or getting rid of them.
One of the three Republicans vying for
their party’s gubernatorial nomination,
Sen. Ryan Fazio of Greenwich, proposed
exactly that in a press conference Mon-
day morning.
Lamont has repeatedly balked at

such suggestions, pointing to estimated
$1 billion in annual costs.
“There’s no such thing as a free

lunch,” Lamont said at Connecticut
Business and Industry Association
summit last week, where he �rst �oated
the idea of a rebate. “I want to get rid of
the bill, but you’ve got to understand
that the public bene�t charge is howwe
pay for nuclear power and solar power
and wind power.”
Keith M. Phaneuf, John Moritz and

Mark Pazniokas are reporters for The
Connecticut Mirror ( https://ctmir-
ror.org ). Copyright 2026©TheConnect-
icut Mirror.
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